Period of Tried and Hope
tries of the Middle East, but merely in keeping them out of Rus-
sia's orbit. She further contended that Russian charges of inter-
vention would be proved "spurious** as long as American aid was
not forced on the countries of the Middle East, but was given on
request to victims assaulted by aggressor nations "controlled by
international communism".6 The Eisenhower Doctrine, however,
proved to be largely irrelevant to the real challenges to American
policy in the Middle East. Its limitation in taking action under
the doctrine except in cases of "overt aggression" by states "con-
trolled by international communism", was clearly demonstrated
in the case of Jordan and Syria in 1957.
JORDAN AND SYRIA
Although the Eisenhower Doctrine provided a basis for more ac-
tive American intervention in Middle Eastern affairs, it proved
scarcely more suited than the Baghdad Pact to meet the prob-
lems of the area. The immediate threat to stability in the Middle
East was not the danger of Communist aggression, but the con-
tinued growth of-radically anti-Western and increasingly pro-
Soviet tendencies of indigenous origin. This was particularly noti-
ceable in Egypt which had become the fountainhead of an inten-
sive propaganda and subversive campaign against any Arab gov-
ernment that continued to display Western sympathies. Events
in Jordan soon put the Eisenhower Doctrine to test. In early
1957, certain forces suspected of communist ties and sympathies
attempted to overthrow King Hussein of Jordan, Syria and Egypt
tried to bring the small kingdom into the pro-Nasser and anti-
Western camp. At the same time, Iraq and Israel stood poised to
intervene and possibly to partition the country. To forestall such
an eventuality, King Hussein suddenly dismissed his pro-Egyptian
6 For the reply of the U.S. Government see Department of State Bul-
letin, vol. 36, 1 April 1957, p. 523.